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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Teacher of Design & Technology

The Design & Technology Department is looking to appoint a highly effective and ambitious colleague to teach across Key Stages 3 and 4. The post has become available due to the retirement of an experienced and highly valued member of the team. Whether you are focused on developing your teaching or are an emerging leader, this position offers the opportunity to learn from experienced colleagues within and beyond the faculty and to make a significant contribution to the future development of an already successful department.
Hanley Castle High School prides itself on its teaching of values such as mutual respect to maintain a traditional ethos. We have high and improving standards of student conduct through a centralised behaviour management system and a relentless focus on refining those teaching strategies that have been proven to have the highest impact. A shared language for learning across the school underpins our practice, supported by a forward-thinking approach to professional development and an emerging quality assurance programme. The Hanley and Upton Educational Trust has committed to additional training days every year and free access for its staff to Westfield Health.
The Design & Technology Department
The team: The Design & Technology department at Hanley Castle High School is a well-established and well-resourced team delivering an engaging and practical curriculum across Product Design, Fashion & Textiles and Food & Nutrition. Staff are committed to motivating students and fostering enthusiasm for design through a wide range of design and make activities. The team works collaboratively, meeting regularly to share ideas and refine schemes of work, and there is a strong sense of collegiality across the department. Members of the department are enthusiastic and committed to continuous improvement, creating a welcoming and supportive environment for both staff and students. The department benefits from technician support to ensure high-quality practical experiences.
Facilities: The department benefits from a suite of specialist teaching spaces, including a workshop, textiles facilities and food preparation rooms. Students work with a wide range of materials including wood, metals, plastics, electronics, textiles and food. The department is equipped with specialist equipment including a laser cutter, forge and 3D printer, enabling students to experience modern manufacturing processes alongside traditional workshop techniques.
KS3 (Year 7 and Year 8): Students follow a carefully structured programme designed to introduce them to design thinking, practical problem solving and making. Teaching is organised through rotational modules, allowing students to experience different specialist areas within the department. Students complete a series of practical projects developing their understanding of the design process, from research and idea generation through to making and evaluation. Students are taught in mixed-ability groups, with class sizes typically below 20 to ensure safe and effective workshop practice. Alongside practical skills, students consider sustainability, responsible design and the impact of products on the wider world.
KS4 (Years 9, 10 and 11): Students can choose to specialise in different areas of Design and Technology. Current courses offered include AQA GCSE Design and Technology and AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition. Students build on the foundations developed at Key Stage 3, applying their knowledge through more extended design projects that encourage independence, creativity and technical accuracy.
Post-16: There are currently no Post-16 courses running in Design & Technology, although this is an area with potential for future development as student interest continues to grow.
Retrieval practice: The department follows the whole-school approach to retrieval practice. Prior learning is regularly revisited through starter activities and practical tasks, helping students to retain key knowledge and apply it within increasingly complex design contexts.
Interventions: Student progress is monitored through structured assessment in line with whole-school systems. Outcomes are tracked carefully and used to identify students who would benefit from additional support. At Key Stage 4, intervention is provided both within lessons and through targeted after-school sessions to support students in developing practical skills and improving coursework outcomes.
Goals: We have established five guiding principles for our work:
High expectations: We believe all students can succeed in Design & Technology. Through high standards and structured support, students are encouraged to develop independence, accuracy and pride in their work.
Creative problem solvers: Design & Technology encourages students to explore ideas, test solutions and respond to real-world challenges. Students are supported in developing innovative thinking and confidence in their own ideas.
Developing practical mastery: Key skills are taught explicitly and practised regularly. Students refine their techniques over time, using a range of tools, materials and processes to produce high-quality outcomes.
Resilient learners: Practical work involves experimentation and iteration. Students are encouraged to learn from mistakes, refine designs and persevere to achieve successful outcomes.
Understanding design in the real world: Design & Technology helps students understand how products are created and how design influences everyday life. Students develop an awareness of sustainability, responsible design and future career pathways.
Mr Gavin Leaver (Curriculum Leader)

image1.png
i’ Hanley Castle High School
and Sixth Form Centre




