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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]The Modern Foreign Languages Department
The team: The Modern Foreign Languages department is dynamic, innovative and forward-looking.  The post has become available due to the internal promotion to a pastoral role of a valued member of the team.  Staff are dedicated to achieving excellent standards of student attainment and fostering a high level of enthusiasm and motivation for learning languages. There is a strong emphasis on teamwork, with colleagues working collaboratively to develop new and innovative resources that challenge and stimulate students across the age and ability range. The department is committed to Initial Teacher Training and welcomes ITT students each year, maintaining strong links with the University of Worcester. We are united in our aim to broaden students’ horizons, develop cultural understanding and equip them with valuable communication skills for the modern world.
Facilities: The department is based in a dedicated language block comprising five modern classrooms, all equipped with interactive whiteboards and wireless connectivity. The department has access to sets of student laptops which can be used across classrooms to support interactive and technology-enhanced learning.
KS3 (Year 7 and Year 8): All students study one language in Year 7, either French or German, for five hours per fortnight. In Years 8 and 9, most students have the opportunity to study a second language, receiving three hours per fortnight in addition to four hours of their first language. The curriculum focuses on developing communication skills, building confidence and introducing students to a range of cultural contexts.
KS4 (Years 9, 10 and 11): The vast majority of students study at least one language at Key Stage 4, with most continuing to GCSE level following the Edexcel specification. Some students choose to study two languages. The curriculum builds on Key Stage 3 learning and develops students’ listening, speaking, reading and writing skills alongside cultural understanding.
Post-16: The department currently offers AQA A Level courses in French and German. Students develop advanced communication skills and deepen their understanding of the cultural, social and political aspects of the countries where the languages are spoken.
Retrieval practice: The department follows the whole-school approach to retrieval practice. Prior learning is revisited regularly through starter activities and structured practice to support long-term retention of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
Interventions: Student progress is monitored through structured assessment in line with whole-school systems. Outcomes are tracked carefully and intervention strategies are implemented where needed. Additional support is provided within lessons and through targeted sessions to support examination classes.
Extra-curricular and international dimension: The department offers a wide-ranging programme of visits and exchanges, including exchange links with Rhön Gymnasium in Bad Neustadt and with Collège St Adrien d’Asq in Lille, a French study visit, ski trips to Austria and a joint history and German visit to Berlin for sixth form students. The department also supports cross-curricular language events, competitions and links with feeder primary schools.
Goals: We have established five guiding principles for our work:
High expectations: All students are encouraged to achieve their potential in language learning. We promote resilience and independence to support progress for learners of all abilities.
Confident communicators: Students develop the ability to understand and express themselves clearly in another language, building confidence in speaking and listening.
Developing cultural understanding: Language learning broadens horizons and fosters respect and tolerance towards other cultures and communities.
Resilient learners: Students are encouraged to take risks, practise regularly and learn from mistakes to improve their language skills.
Global citizens: Learning languages equips students with valuable skills for the modern world and helps them understand their place in an international community.
Sarah Mainwaring (Faculty Leader MFL)
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