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Curriculum Leader of Performing Arts

We are looking to appoint a highly effective and ambitious drama or music teacher to lead a new Performing Arts team. In addition to the oversight of academic achievement in the two subjects, this dynamic and energetic leader will continue and further develop the school’s outstanding track record of productions and performances. This is a fantastic opportunity for either an established or emerging leader to learn from experienced colleagues within and beyond a wider faculty structure. The current heads of music and drama have both enjoyed considerable success and have decided that this is the right time for them to step down from their leadership roles and to reduce their hours. Hence the creation of this exciting role to further strengthen the link between the two subjects.
Hanley Castle High School prides itself on its teaching of values such as mutual respect to maintain a traditional ethos. We have high and improving standards of student conduct through a centralised behaviour management system and a relentless focus on refining those teaching strategies that have been proven to have the highest impact. A shared language for learning across the school underpins our practice, supported by a forward-thinking approach to professional development and an emerging quality assurance programme. The Hanley and Upton Educational Trust has committed to additional training days every year and free access for its staff to Westfield Health.

Drama
· The current team: Currently a part-time subject leader, a part-time English/drama teacher and a temporary PE/drama teacher. English teachers have also delivered KS3 drama in previous years. We currently have a vacancy advertised for an English/drama teacher.
· KS3 curriculum (Years 7 and 8): all students begin their study of the subject in Years 7 and 8 on a rotation with other subjects but these classes benefit from being smaller than average and are supported by well-attended extra-curricular drama clubs. Lessons aim to provide all students with the confidence to develop performance skills whilst learning about genre and style. These lessons have been key in promoting the importance of drama across the school.
· KS4 curriculum (Years 9, 10 and 11): Drama students follow the AQA specification and there is an impressive take up of the subject each year, with over 30 students currently taking the option in Year 10. The curriculum aims to develop skills in creating and performing both devised and scripted drama. We are privileged to work with students who look forward to their drama lessons and are excited to collaborate with each other. 
· A Level: AQA Theatre Studies outcomes are above national average and open doors for a broad range of post-Sixth Form journeys. Former students have pursued careers in Theatre, including the West End stage.
Music
· The team: Currently two full-time teachers. The subject leader also oversees peripatetic music lessons.
· The KS3 curriculum (Years 7 and 8) has the 3 main strands of performing, composing and listening & analysing at its heart. Students develop skills on keyboards, percussion instruments and guitars as well as developing their creativity using cutting edge music technology. The rich variety of musical experiences throughout KS3 provide students with the specific knowledge and skills to continue their musical educational journey in one or both qualifications offered at KS4.
· The KS4 curriculum (Years 9, 10 and 11) provides students with routes through music and music technology pathways which naturally feed into KS5 music and music technology qualifications. The use of technology is pivotal in the success of both qualifications. Students are offered either or both of OCR GCSE Music and NCFE Level 1/2 Music Technology.
· Post-16: KS4 pathways are continued through OCR A-level music and BTEC Level 3 Music Technology. Over the past few years, talented students have joined us from other schools to study music. Former students include the organ scholar at Pembroke College, Oxford.
· Facilities: The department is equipped with a PC suite housing 32 machines running Sibelius Ultimate and Cubase Elements 14. There are also 15 licences for Cubase Pro, a programme that is used primarily by the KS5 students. There is also a purpose-built recording studio equipped with industry standard equipment including a Behringer X32 desk and AKG C414 microphones. The department also boasts a keyboard suite with 20 keyboards and 32 acoustic guitars. This room also has 18 PCs running Sibelius and Cubase.

Opportunities for students to showcase their performance skills are plentiful throughout our annual calendar of events. Highlights include: the 6th form soiree, The Christmas Carol Service and “Cracker”, Senior Music Festival and the Junior Music Festival. The Swing Band has performed for the last 21 years at the Upton Jazz Festival. The current drama and music teams have collaborated on a series of very successful musical productions: We Will Rock You in 2012 and 2025, Grease (2014), Our House (2016), School of Rock (2018) and Made in Dagenham (2020). Often described as the ‘beating heart’ of the school, Hanley Castle performing arts have developed rich links with the local community. Productions have been fortunate to benefit from the professional support of former students who excelled at school and now bring back their expertise from working in the industry.

School-wide principles:
· Retrieval practice: all lessons begin with a silent starter activity. In addition, homework tasks offer opportunities for recapping key skills, self-testing prior knowledge and independent practice.
· Teaching: appropriate challenge for all students through well-structured lessons that are carefully sequenced; a high ratio of student participation, particularly using mini whiteboards; questioning, live marking, and whole class feedback are key principles for checking understanding.
· Assessment: formal assessment windows are calendared for each year group, which contribute to the ‘bigger picture’ understanding of any additional personalised support or intervention required.
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