
 

 
  

Overview   

You will: 

• gain an understanding of child language acquisition and the 
dynamics of speech in its social context 

• learn how to plan and produce an extended study exploring 
audience and purpose, taking into account cultural contexts 

• gain a deeper understanding of variations of language by 
exploring dialect, culture, power and identity 

• learn to compare and analyse Media texts and create your 
own writing 

• learn to employ linguistic frameworks and terminology in 
analysing varieties of English 

 Exam Board 

 
 

Specification 
A level: H470 
 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualificati
ons/as-a-level-gce-english-
language-h070-h470-from-2015/ 
 

Subject Specific 
Entry Requirements 
 
A minimum of grade 4 at GCSE in 
English and English Literature, 
preferably with a grade 5 in 
English, and strong 
recommendation from your 
current English teacher. 
 

Assessment  

 
 

A Level – two year course 

Component 01 - Exploring Language 
Linguistic analysis of authentic texts.  
Original writing on a topical language issue. 

closed text exam 
2 hrs 30 mins  
40% of A level 

Component 02 - Dimensions of Linguistic 
Variation 
Analysis of how children acquire language.  
Language in the media. 

closed text exam 
2 hrs 30 mins  
40% of A level 

Component 03 - Independent Language 
Research 
An investigation into an area of each 
learner’s particular individual interest. 

non examined 
assessment  
20% of A level 

 

 

“I found the child language 
acquisition extremely 
interesting, and enjoyed the 
opportunity to analyse the 
language of primary school 
children.”  
 
Hannah 

 

Progression and Career Opportunities 

Students with A level English Language have a wide range of possible career and higher education 
opportunities.  Skills learned include writing for a variety of purposes, responding to texts, expressing 
informed and independent opinions and identifying links between different parts of the subject.  These skills 
are in demand from employers, universities and colleges as well as being valuable in their own right. 
 

English Language can be studied as a single subject in higher education, or combined with a wide variety of 
other subjects.  Many students will also use their qualification to go straight into employment rather than 
higher education.  A very wide range of occupations is open to students with A level in English Language and 
can include the opportunity to receive further training in areas such as journalism, the media or the law. 

 

English Language 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/

